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“l hated piano lessons as a child.” Every time an
adult says those words, our hearts break a little. So
our mission with WunderKeys is simple: to make
kids fall in love with piano lessons. No one should
grow up to utter those seven awful words.

To help kids become piano-loving adults, a method
book must: 1. be developmentally appropriate and
perfectly paced, 2. have activities that allow students
to engage with notated music in unique and creative
ways, and 3. contain story-based excitement that
makes kids connect with music. WunderKeys
succeeds at all three!

Elementary Piano Level 1A follows our primer series and is an immersive musical experience
divided into eight units. In what can only be described as magic, we've packed Level 1A with sight
reading, technical exercises, piano games, and rockin’ rhythm duets while still providing as much
repertoire as a traditional method book.

Thirty years from now, your former students will be able to say the seven words we long to hear:
“I loved piano lessons as a child.”

Qudlrea. and Tresor Dow
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Unit 1

THIS IS WOLF. IT IS LUNCHTIME.

A PIG IN A STRAW
HOUSE? IT'S A HAM
SANDWICH)

THIS IS PIG. HE'S
PRACTICING PIANO.

ﬁvou—- IS BRIEFLY DlsnzAc,TEa
FROM HiS HUNGER. >

COOL NAME!
LETS GET
STARTED.

\ et a Using tape, | will make two Xs on the floor. Place your left foot

on one X and your right foot on the other X Slowly rock from side
to side on the Xs, lifting one foot off the ground as you shift your
weight to the other foot. Next, place your right foot on the right X.
Hold your left foot in the air. Hop to the other X, landing on your
left foot. Now, hop back and forth from left to right.

Let’s rock and hop on the piano keys. Place your right hand (RH) 1
on Middle C and your RH S on G. Play C and G over and over,
“rocking” between the keys. Can you hear how the sounds of each
note are connected? You are playing legato! Next, hop back and
forth between C and G. Can you hear how the sounds are
separated? You are playing staccato.



4 Unit 1

PiG SNEAKS AWAY. fr
Point to a measure of music on this page that
has dots above or below the note heads. These
dots mean that the notes should be played
staccato. | will play the measure, Now you try.

SOUNDS GREAT, WOLF!
KEEP IT UP

Point to a measure of music that has a long
curving line above or below the note heads. This
line is called a slur. It means that the notes
should be played legato. | will play the measure.

Now you try.

J

Use the finger-number clues in the music below to find your starting posit. 2. B¢ eall Jat the wolf
and ending at the pig, play the four measures of music that res?¢ .. dotte. oati. \ext, |w usea
colored crayon to draw a new four-measure path that beg = at the v 'f ai ena: . pig. Try
playing along the new path. Let's play again.
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Smoothly
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THE GREENEST GRASS IS BEYOND GOAT HEARS A SOUND.
THE BRIDGE. =

TROLL IS SUPy DSE ? T OE )
MAKING 7T G UL =H.

—

TROLL 1S CHEWING
ON AN OLD PIANC.

r ——— —
U HI GOAT. | » Iv
THAL @ rod WITH

YOU. [ A MINUTE

KEEP ME OUT OF YOUR
STEW AND I'LL TEACH YOU
HOW TO PLAY THAT PTANO

a Play the first musical excerpt below. Play it again. Play it
again with your eyes closed. Next, move your RH 1 to C above
Middle C. Close your eyes and play the same musical pattern
one more time.

Guess what? You just played the second musical excerpt using
two new notes: Treble C and High G!

Look at the second musical excerpt. Treble C is a space note
(like Bass C). High G sits on top of the staff. With your RH 1 on
Treble C, play the second excerpt while saying the note names.
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Unit 2

GOAT'S BROTHERS
CROSS THE BRIDGE

FEYWs SPREADS FAST )

Before you play the exercises below, L any
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EVERYBODY CROSSES )
THE BRIDGE.

_w tap.all of the
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h"ica' Treble Cs. Next, tap all of tb Gs.
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16 | Unit 2
| OVER THE BRIDGE |
Clip-Clopping ‘
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mp mf | Keep your hoof steps | soft and light
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Don't d ] nic it

1

Who's that clop- ping | on my bridge?!
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I will put you | IN MY FRIDGE!
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Cross RH over 1o play the

lovvest C on the piano
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GENE 1S TRAPPED IN A LAMP. HYENA OWNS THE LAMP.
‘ WYENA, CAN [ v
YoU PLEASE LET : —

_ N |
T I DO HAVE A WISH. L
=)

—
[ aeNE MusT GRANT | [ AN IDEA PoPs N 5 & NE= AEAD. |

’——

HYENA'S WISH.

Let’s learn three new notes! High D, E, and F are sandwiched
between Treble C and High G.

D is a line note like D on the bass staff. Point to D on the bass staff
below. Point to D on the treble staff below. E is a space note like E
on the bass staff. Point to E on the bass staff. Point to E on the
treble staff. F is a line note like F on the bass staff. Point to F on the
bass staff, Point to F on the treble staff.

On the piano, play and say the notes on the bass staff. Next, play
and say the new notes on the treble staff.

L
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(i e
GENE CHECKS IN ON HYENA Let's practice listening for steps and skips. To

begin, | will secretly choose five numbers between 1
and 45, record them on a slip of paper, and hide
the paper until the game is over.

Next, using the keys Treble C and High D, E, F, and
G, | will play a step or a skip. Tell me if you heard a
step or skip and then roll a die. If | played a step,
Seshwesaunn B color a number of squares below that corresponds
to the value on the die. If | played a skip, color a
number of circles below that corresponds to the
value on the die. Let’s play three more rounds.

Ad /e J ANVARNNANNNN

Scoring The Ga After ¢ rou. s arc <te, | will
reveal 4 cret’. ymbers. | amir. the numbers inside

shape’ rlow. Score y rself one point for every
coloi. {shape atct 0 Lsecret number,
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ALERT! Check your starting
position before playing this
Move and Groove piece,




PIANO PRACTICE 1S NOT GOING WELL.

( THE MusIC HITS cmc,keq [ cHickeN souNc | TH ALAZ

ON THE HEAD. A 7
O ANN
[l

THE T X 1

TEACH ME TO PLAY
PIANOD AND THEN WE

Using a colored pencil, trace around each circled finger number
that you can find in the music below. In this book, when a circled

finger number appears in the music, this is an instruction to
ED move your hand to a new position on the piano keys.

e Using the finger-number clue in the first measure, place your

right hand on the piano in its correct position. Now, using the
/ finger-number clue in the second measure, move your right
( hand to its new position.

e Play the music below. Remember to move your hand when the
time is right.
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Unit 4 31

C THE SKY 1S ACTUALLY FALLING.

G;E KING 1S NOT CONCERNEB

‘ ‘ ‘ll\I\l\l

Let’s play a Rhythm Duet! To begin, practice Body Percussions 1 and & elow tem-27 ;i notes are
performed by tapping both hands on your lap. Stem-up notes 2=asnerfori d b, Lpping ¥ ur hands
together. Next, | will play the music as an accompaniment i’ e you' «for. \Boc  Percus on 1. Let’s
try again with Body Percussion 2. Finally, let’s switch za'ss,
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L7 Unit 4
| THE SKY TS FALLING |
Quickly
1

f- -?- ? S e— !__/
f 1.Some - thing bonked me | on the head! All at once I'm | filed with dread.
2.will the king Dbe -|lieve my tale? Will he say it's rain  or hail?
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Will the sky come | fall - ing down?
Wﬂnda hel-met, | put it on, f
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TORTOISE AND HARE ARE WARMING
uP FOR THE BiG RACE.

THE RACE BEGINS.
TORTOISE IS STUCK

CAN I
GET A HAND
WERE?

Look at the treble staff below. Beginning on the first note and ending on

the second note, count the lines (L) and spaces (S) on the staff. These notes

t represent a melodic interval of a 3rd. A 3rd is also called a skip. It occurs
ED when a line note follows a line note or a space note follows a space note.

A harmonic interval of a 3rd occurs when two notes representing a 3rd are

stacked and played at the same time. Can you play the melodic and
harmonic 3rds below?

-1 '78:]
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L] | L] |

1L+1S +1L = 3rd 3rd 1S+1L +1S = 3rd 3rd
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" HARE PLAYS. )

TORTOISE TALKS.

HARE PLAYs.j
TORTOISE WALKS.

HARE PLAYS.
TORTOISE STOPS.

4

. al NOTE-READING ALERT! Intho “ied me ure  Cxercise | your RH
teCh”'C ES plays D and your LH g'a 5 F. P tice' is 1. »sured ree times

XERC\ before playines'he er. e exerci. . Th \ hanas-together note
E combinatian® Jllap. »ar i, ome oft  pieccs that follow this page.
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48

ALERT! Check your starting

(' SNEAKY 51-0'““3 position before playing this

Move and Groove piece.

N

Groovin'
3
l '
@ g 8 8

f Sloth is mo- vin', |Sloth is groo-vin' | as he crawls a -|long the track.

oo~ |&e o~ g~ |& 43
1
(5]
x 8 8
o
Sloth moves slow - ly, |Sloth is tired and be hi the
r - > o 5 1 > !

Sloth is now in | se-cond place!

”

Cant be-lieve ! |Did you see it? [Sloth just won a run - ning race!
T e |® e

3

¢

~ GOTTA RUN. MY FLIGHT
LEAVES IN THREE MONTHS.




HEN NEEDS HELP. [ HEN sTILL NEEDS HELP. \

HELLO, HORSE. WANT TO HELP ’
ME PLANT THIS GRAIN?

£

L& CUT THE WHEAT?

-

HEY, GUYS. VAT ARE -
YOU DOTN/ LAY

HI SHEEP WiNT )
TO HELY ME
EAKE THE BREAD?

Look at the treble staff below. Beginning on the first note and ending on the
second note, count the lines and spaces on the staff. These two notes represent
a melodic interval of a 4th. An interval of a 4th (and any interval larger) is also
called a leap. A 4th occurs when a space note follows a line note (with a space
and a line in between) or a line note follows a space note (with a line and a space
in between). A harmonic interval of a 4th occurs when two notes representing a
4th are stacked and played at the same time. Can you play the intervals below?

i herzziere
L) L | L |

1L+1S +1L+1S = 4th 4th 1S+1L +1S+1L = 4th 4th
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HEN 1S EXCITED ABCUT THE PIANO
HOR.SE. COW. AND SHEEP AEE
EXCITED ABOUT THE BREAD

Use the finger-number clues in the music below to find your starting |
animals and ending at the hen, play the four measures of music/

will use a colored crayon to draw a new

the hen. Try playing along the new path. Let's play.s

d

£
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Unit 7

Find an excerpt that contains a melodic interval of a
4th in the music below. Find a different excerpt that
contains a harmonic interval of a 4th.

An interval of a 5th occurs when a line note follows
a line note (with two spaces and a line in between)
or a space note follows a space note (with two lines
and a space in between). Can you find a melodic
interval of a 5th? A harmonic interval of a 5th?

Finally, let's try a skill-building exercise.

sitiolr Bee' g at the
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HEN PLAYS BEETHOVEN
HORSE STEALS BREAD

HEN PLAYS BACH

HEN PLAYS BRAHMS
EN SHEEP STEALS BREAD

. a' NEW SKILL ALERT! There is a pedal mai ng ir  xercia® _. When you
teChn'C arQ see a pedal marking, you press aszahald the ‘am,  pedal o/ he piano
v LW " N cY until the pedal marking en¢a / efore’y 1 be, ) Exx ise 34 's practice

LA™ pressing and holdieache dai er pedal.
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54 L Unit 7
LAZY DAYS
Peacefully j
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DON'T WORRY.. AS LONG AS YOU'RE
" PRACTICING I WON'T ASK YOU FOR HELP.




HUMPTY'S PRACTICE IS RUDELY INTERRUPTED THE VULTURES ARE IMPRESSED.

o —

MUrm

: ‘ﬂ fead .
'l W

Can you see a new symbol in the rhythm below? It is called a half rest. It
looks like a hat! It is used in music when a composer wants to fill two
i beats with silence.

ED Color the circles below the quarter notes red and leave the circles below
the quarter rests and half rests blank. How many blank circles will be
under a quarter rest? How many blank circles will be under a half rest?
Next, clap the rhythm, saying “clap” for quarter notes, “rest” when pausing
(don't clap) for a quarter rest, and “rest - rest” when pausing (don't clap)

for half rests. Finally, play the rhythm on any key.

I I I I P A O A R
OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0
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Unit 8

QUEEN VEE TAKES A LOOCK

) SOMETHING'S
M/ NOT RIGMT.
:‘ -

you try. Let's play an ear-training game!

['NEW SKILL ALERT! You have been playing loud and
soft sounds for a long time. Now it's time to play
sounds that get gradually louder or gradually softer.

The symbol under the first staff below is called a
crescendo. It tells you to play sounds getting gradually
louder. Listen as | play the measure. Now you try,

The symbol under the second staff below is called a
diminuendo. It tells you to play sounds getting
gradually softer. Listen as | play the measure. Now

i

Game Instructions: Place your finger on the vulture and listen as | play a. 2scen ) or d¥«
< Iflg yeda

| played a crescendo, slide your finger along the path until you reash a circ witl
diminuendo, slide your finger along the path until you reackqa’ rcle v, ha™ ‘Wi

LVou -

wendo, If

.ch the

correct circle, color it yellow. Let’s keep playing untilyau reac. ne of the nal' o colorcu circles.
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QUEEN VEE KNOWSsS
WHAT'S WRONG.

HUMPTY IS NOT IMPRESSED

CAN SOMEONE CALL ALL
THE KING'S HORSES
AND ALL THE KING'S
MEN? HELLO?

Let’s play a Rhythm Duet! To begin, practice Body Percussions 1 and . elow tem-dar “notes are
performed by tapping both hands on your lap. Stem-up notes are oerfor. »d £« _ping yw ur hands
together. Next, | will play the music as an accompaniment wh' “"you. wrfoi. |\ Bou Percust un 1. Let’s
try again with Body Percussion 2. Finally, let's switch roles.
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(" eqo-ceuENT ASSEMBLY |
Gently
3 Dvofék, arr. by Andrea Dow
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64 Unit 8

ALERT! Check your starting
position before playing this
Move and Groove piece.

Steadily
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Thank you for previewing
WunderKeys Elementary
Piano Level 1A.

Click here to purchase this book.


https://www.amazon.com/dp/1793022968

